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Dean Robert Thomas at Jewish Studies Minor reception

Jewish Studies now an academic
minor at Wayne State University

By Alan Abrams, La Prensa
Senior Correspondent

DETROIT: Are you curious about
the origins of the Marranos, the
secret Jews of Spain and
Portugal, who helped colonize
Latin America? Or perhaps
you’ve always wanted to learn
more about the roots of Biblical
theology or the concepts of
Kabballah and  Hasidic
mysticism.

Now you can satisfy your
craving for knowledge about
Jewish history and culture from
the Biblical era trough
contemporary times and earn an
academic minor in the process.

And to paraphrase the classic
advertising billboards for Levy’s
Bread, “You don’t have to be
Jewish to enjoy it.”

Detroit’s Wayne State
University, one of the nation’s
leading urban institutions of
higher learning, has launched an
academic minor in Jewish
Studies. WSU now joins 150
research universities in North
America that already offer such
a program.

One-hundred universities
offer a Bachelor of Arts in

Jewish Studies, a program that
may eventually extend to WSU,
said Robert Thomas, dean of
Wayne State’s College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences.

Thomas spoke during a Sept.
23, 2008 reception at WSU’s
McGregor Memorial
Conference Center to launch the
program.

The interdisciplinary
program will look at all aspects
of Jewish civilization from the
Talmud to Woody Allen. The
program will appeal equally to
Christians and evangelicals
studying the Old Testament (the
Hebrew Bible) and to the Detroit
area’s large Muslim population
looking at the genesis of today’s
Middle Eastern conflicts and
seeking a clearer understanding
of the Jewish perspective.

And it will offer students of
all religions an opportunity to
learn more about Jewish
traditions and develop a greater
understanding and appreciation
for Jewish contributions to art,
music and theater.

(Continued on LP4)

Carla’s Corner

Por Carla Soto-Cruz
La Prensa Associate Editor
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Lo mejor de la semana

1. Tras un alud de criticas, la
familia del actor Heath Ledger
ha decidido ceder toda la fortuna
del actor a Matilda, su tnica hija
que tuvo con la actriz Michelle
Williams.

Kim Ledger, padre del actor y
que hasta ahora administra toda
la herencia, ha decidido evitar
una posible demanda y asegurd
al diario Australia Herald Tri-
bune, que cederan toda la fortuna
a Matilda.

Kim Ledger reconocié que
la cantidad traspasada a su nieta
serd de casi US$20 millones de
. “Ella se lo merece”, sefald.
Recientemente los actores
Johnny Deep, Colin Farrell y
Jude Law donaron a Matilda lo
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Se muestran, arriba: sandalias Roxy. $24 cada par.
Se muestran, de izquierda a derecha: Bento en
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2. Los médicos que trataban al
cantante de musica tejana Emilio Navaira,
le dieron de alta el jueves luego de que
junto a su esposa sufriera otro accidente
en una carretera de San Antonio.

Navaira, quien todavia se recupera
de las lesiones recibidas en marzo
pasado tras sufrir un aparatoso accidente
vehicular que casi le cuesta la vida, se
vio involucrado este miércoles en otro
accidente automovilistico en San
Antonio.Joe Casias, manager de Emilio,
dijo que aunque ya salieron del hospi-
tal, los médicos contindan pendientes
de su estado de salud. En esta ocasion,
ni Maria ni Emilio sufrieron heridas de
gravedad.

Navaira viajaba con su esposa en una
camioneta Volvo, el accidente sucedid
cuando se dirigian del centro de
rehabilitacion en San Antonio a su casa.
Un testigo dijo al noticiero KENS 5 de esa
ciudad, que una camioneta los chocé de
frente.

3. La actriz Scarlett Jonhansson se
cas6 el sabado con su novio Ryan
Reynolds, en una ceremonia secreta en
Canadd, segun informa la revista
americana People.

Este es el primer matrimonio para
ambos actores, que anunciaron su
compromiso en mayo de este afio.

Scarlett Johansson, de 23 afios y
Reynolds, de 31, comenzaron su romance
el afo pasado, poco después de que el
canadiense finalizara una relacién con su
compatriota Alanis Morissette.

4. El cantante y comediante Benito
Castro, sufrié un fuerte accidente en la
autopista México-Querétaro, cuando
viajaba con su familia.

Castro cont6 que una piedra en la
carretera provocO que su auto sin control
acabara chocando con un drbol en el
camell6én central de la via, pero que
gracias a que se activaron las bolsas de
aire todos salieron ilesos.
“Yo venia rebasando un carro y me
encontré con una gran piedra en medio de
la carretera, y no me dio tiempo de frenar
o de desviar. El impacto acciond las bolsas
de aire y ya no pude hacer nada. El coche
rod6 sin control y finalmente par6 en un
arbol. Gracias a Dios nadie se lastimo,
s6lo tuvimos algunos moretones”, sefialo.

5. Heather Locklear fue arrestada el
fin de semana por presuntamente conducir
bajo los efectos de una sustancia
controlada en el area de Santa Barbara,
California, dijeron las autoridades.

Locklear, de 47 afios, fue detenida la
tarde del sidbado por un agente de la
Patrulla de Carreteras de California luego
que un residente reporté haber visto a la
actriz salir de un estacionamiento
“conduciendo errdticamente”, dijo el
domingo el vocero de la patrulla Tom
Marshall.El agente vio el auto de Locklear
parado en una autopista estatal,
bloqueando una via en Montecito, una
acaudalada comunidad a unos 145
kilémetros [90 millas] al noroeste de Los
Angeles. “A hablar con ella, [el agente]
determiné que parecia estar bajo los
efectos de algo”, dijo Marshall.
Locklear fue trasladada a una estacion
policial donde fue sometida a pruebas de
alcohol y drogas. Fue fichada a las 7 p.m.
por sospechas de que conducia bajo los
efectos de medicamentos con receta. Mas
tarde fue liberada.

Los publicistas de Locklear no
respondieron de inmediato llamadas
telefénicas en busca de comentarios.
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La Prensa Newspaper Staff

La Prensa is in need of sales and distribution
personnel throughout Michigan and Ohio.

If you want to make extra money, contact Rico
at 313-729-4435 or 419-870-6565.

Writers, et al. Wanted

sible publication,
rico@laprensal.com

La Prensais interested in journalistic/holistic/paranormal
articles, essays, commentaries, healing-thought-pieces, po-
ems, cartoons, art, photos, puzzles and other brainbashers,
songs, and other provocative items, for possible publication in
the weekly, bilingual publication known as La Prensa, publish-
ing since 1989. We also post many of these items on our web
site at www.laprensal.com. We pay $$$ for these published
items. Bilingualism preferred (Spanish/English). For pos-
please submit via email to:

It doesn’t exist unless you have read it in La Prensa—
Tinta con Sabor!

STATEMENT ON
LA PRENSA READERSHIP

La Prensa has been publishing since 1989 and prints
12,000 issues of its weekly, bilingual issue as can be
verified by calling our printer Michigan Web Press of
Davisburg MI at 810-664-7403. In addition, the first
week of every month, La Prensa is part of the weekly
publication Lazo Cultural, which prints 5,000. La

Prensa has a 92% pick up rate with a readership

multiple of 3.6, yielding in a total weekly readership

figure of 67,304 for the first week of each month, in-
cluding 11,000 weekly visits at www.laprensa1.com.
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Wayne State
(Continued from page LPI)

The program does not involve
advocacy. Indeed, many of the
universities already offering Jewish
Studies as a major or minor can be
found on campuses where there are no
Jewish students enrolled.

Although the program is new,
“Wayne State has had a commitment
to Jewish Studies for many years,”
said Marc Kruman, chair of the
Department of History in the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

“We hope that this will lay the
foundation for significant programs in
the future. This has been in the planning
stage for a year-and-a-half. What we’ve
brought together is a program that
builds upon existing strengths at the
university,” Kruman told La Prensa
before the event. As an example, he
cited the Cohn-Haddow Center for
Judaic Studies, which has linked WSU
to the metropolitan Detroit Jewish
community since 1988.

Jewish Studies is actually one of
the oldest of the academic disciplines,
explained Sara R. Horowitz, director
of the Centre for Jewish Studies at
Toronto’s York University and
president of the Association for
Jewish Studies.

Speaking to the assembled guests
at the reception, Horowitz said that
study of the Old Testament as a
precursor to the New Testament and a
forerunner of Christianity, was widely
pursued at European and American
universities from the 17% through 19
centuries. Indeed, it is still taught as a
basic at many Christian universities.

“However, in these courses,
Judaism was seen as something
superseded by Christianity, and usually
not as something that was still vibrant,”
said Horowitz.

The official seal of Yale
University, founded in 1701, today
still includes Hebrew letters. Indeed,
early American universities existed
solely to teach Christianity and its
precepts.

The study of Jewish civilization by
Jews was restricted to the rabbinical
seminaries which thrived in pre-
Holocaust Europe. However, with the
establishment of Hebrew University in
Jerusalem in 1925 and the beginning
of a fledgling Jewish national identity
in what was then Palestine following
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
after World War One, Jewish studies
entered the academic world. By 1930,
the first American university center for
Jewish Studies had taken root and
Jewish Studies began its movement
from a marginal discipline to a secular
study.

The Holocaust, the establishment
of Israel and even such factors as the
widespread use of words of Yiddish
origin in everyday conversation, have
all contributed to increasing the
demand for universities to offer
courses in Jewish Studies.

Dr. Jay Noren, the new president
of Wayne State University and
Professor David Weinberg, director
of the Cohn-Haddow Center, also
addressed the gathering.

Wayne State University, whose
campus is located in Detroit’s
University Cultural Center, offers
more than 350 academic programs
through 12 schools and colleges to
more than 33,000 students.
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